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OBSERVATOR. 


The Examiner of Thurfday laft further confider’d. His RefleBions upor the Qucen, the late 
Parliament and Miniftry, and the Revolution, ill grounded. The Principles of Unltmited Paffive 
Obedience, &c. nat whifper’d, but loudly declar’d by Parliament to be inconfiften> with the Revo- 
lution,” Some Infeances of the loofe Principles of the High-Church Party, with refpeE to Oatks 
and Government. 
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From Saturday, November 4. to Ciennefoap, November 8. 1710. 
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Muft defire fome more of your Re: 


Countrym. 
marks on the Examiner of Thurf- 


the Proteftant Subceffion, and particelarly of that 
Ad which allows us not only to refift, but to de- 
day laft, Mafter. throne any future King or Queen, that {hall turn 
Obf. Withall my heart, Roger :| Papiit, or marry a Papift: for if his Doctrine be 
He begins witha terrible Charge againft the late} true, all thofe Laws are void. 
Minifiry, viz. © That all our prefent Inconvenien-| Od/. Your Argument is juft and conclufive, Ro- 
* cies are the Confequence of their Counfels, and ‘ger : Therefore all the Inconvenieuces we labour 
© wou’d fill have increas'd if thofe had continu’d. under at prefent, are fo far from being the Confe- 
Now, Roger, ‘tis my cpivion that this Gentleman | quence of the Connfels of the late Miniltry, that 
has run into one of the very Crimes for which |they are vilibly the Confequence of thole of tbe 
Dr. Sacheverel was impeach’d, found guilty, aud | Examiner’s Party, who brought the Nation to the 
cenfar’d , that is to fay, he bas |ibel’d her Majeft_’s|brink of Pop-ry and Slavery, from which they 
Adminiftration both in Church and State: for | were deliver’d by the Revolution, and are.pariaing 
the Reflection is not only upon thofe who gave the , the fame Meafures again, as is manileit from the 
Counfels he comp!ains of, but on her Majeity who | Principles they advance, the Tumults and Rebel- 
follow’d'them, or rather, which is to her everlaft-| !ious they have rais’d, and the vunataral Divifions 
ing Honour, -was the Author of ’em. Every one| they foment among the Subjects, who beiore the 
knows that her Majefty declar’'d War againir| Revival of thofe High-Church Dotirines of Ty- 
France, and among other weighty Reafons, this! ranny ail Perfecution, werewery eafy and quict. 
was one; That the French King had prefum’d io| Thisis plain from Matter of Fa@, and was again 
fet up the Pretender, and given him the Titles| and again attefted by her Majelty from the Throne, 











that were her Majefty’s due by Hereditary Rig)t. 
as "twas fettled by the Convention and fucceeding 
Parliaments ; who laid afide the pretended Divine, 
Indefeafible, Hereditary Right of the late King 
and his fuppos’d Son, and made the Succeition He- 
reditary to the late Queen Mary of glorious Me- 
mory and her Iflue, to King Witiam during his 
Life, and then to her prefent Majeity and her Itfue. 
This is our Conftitution, and all the world knows 
that the late Mini(try and their Friends were for 
preferving ic, Whereas twas Dr. Sacheverel, and o- 
thers of the Examiner’s High-Church Friends, who 
attack’d it: fo that the late Miniftry cou’d not an- 
fwer it to the Queen, to their Confciences, or to 





their Country, had they not done what they did 
againft Dr. Sacheverel, who was one of the Ring- 
Jeaders of thofe that brought Sedition into the Pul. 
pit, condemn’d the Revolution, caft black ard 
odious Colours upon the Means by which ’twas ef- 
feéted, and advanc’d fuch Do@rines as naturally 
tended to raife a Rebellion againit her Majefty, in 
order to dethrone her as a Ufurper, and punifh 
her as a Rebel. This was fully prowd by the 
Commons, and found to be true by the Lords, 
who cenfar’d him for it. Nor could they do o- 
therwife, without being guilty of the bigheft Dif- 
obedience to her Majeiiy, who enjoin’d the Mem- 
bers of both Houfes in their refpective Capacities 
to take care that our good Laws {l.ould be execu- 
ted, and particularly thofe that have been made 
fince the Revolution. 

Countrym. 1 think that makes it very plain, Maf- 
ter, that the Lords and Commons could do no lef 
againtt that Incendiary 3 fince by his flavifh Doc- 
trine of Unlimited Nov-Refiitance and Heredi- 


who exprets’'d the greateft Satisfaction imaginabie 
in the Loyalry-and Affection of her Subjects, as 
appears from the Speeches of the Lords Commifiio- 
nersto the laft Parliament by her Majeity’s Or- 
der, and from thofe that fhe graciouily utrer’d 
from her own mouth upon the Throne. Nothing 
can be a further proof of that Harmony betwixt 
Prince and People, than thof2 Words of her Maie- 
ity at the opening the frit Setiiow of that Parlia- 
ment, viz. © Thatthere was nothing the fo earnett- 
* ly defir'd, asthat God would blefs her with more 
© Opportunities of doing all poflible Good to fo 
© well-deferving a People, fo firm and affectionate to 
* ber Interefts’ Words that deferve to be engra- 
ven on a Rock with the Point of a Diamond. Nor 
was it only then, Roger, bur during the whole 
Courfe of both Seffions, that this invaluable Har- 
mony fhone out in fo confpicuonsa manner. Nay, 
Malice it felf can’t fay but that her Majefty in her 
laft Speech exprefs’'d the greateit Satisfaction with 
their Proceedings , which, | think, is a fafficient 
proof that our pretent unhappy Divilions were not 
occafion’d by the Influence of the late Miniftry, 
or their ruin’d Party, as the Examiacr modcflly 
words it. 
Countrym. 1 think, Mafter, ’ris no great proof 
of his Temper or Wifdom, to exprefs himf-!f at 
that rate , efpecially when he owns tbat the Par- 
liament pafs'd Votes in favour of the Chief Mini- 
fier : to which, had he thoaght fit, be might have 
added the Chief General too, who bas the misfor- 
tune to be as much cur of this Gentleman's favour 
as the Chief Miniter. 

Obf. You fay very well, Roger: Cur Awhor 
feems to have more Courave than Caution, to at- 





tary Right, he flew in the face of the Revolution, 
of the Biil of Rights, of the feveral Laws for fettling 


tack the Queen, the Parliament, the Maoiltry, and 
the Generals all at once, bie bad beit teke care, 
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Ayvmour fhould not be found ' 
provi whe it comes fo the trial. The Approda- 
tion and Ceniure of Parliaments have always been | 
highly regarded by wits Sovereigns and dutiful ; 
Subjeats, even with refpect to the Miniltry. Thus 
Aienry (V. teid, when the Parliament complain d | 
of bis Miniters, Tuat be knew no burt by them 3) 
but of iney were thought unfit by bis Parliament for | 
his Service, be Shoulda not think fit to continue them 
in it, Andeven King Charles II. tho he did not 
praGtile it, own’d the Wifdom of this in Theory, 
with relation to bis whole Government, as appears 
b. his Speech to both Houfes the 2oth of Decem- 
ber, 1660. where he has thefe remarkable words : 
‘| thal! not more propofe any one Rule to my 
© lt in my Actions, and in my Councils, than 
© bis, Wheat is a Parliament like tothink of this 
© Aétion, or this Council?’ So that in my Opt- 
nion, Reger, fince the Examiner knew that the 
Parliament approv’d the Miniftry, he ought to 
have forborn his Charge againft them, till another 
Parliament had made it good , but if we may, 
judg of him by the laft Paragraph of his. Paper,. 
the Advice of his High-Church Populace is more 
tobe rely’d on than that of Parliaments. 

Countrym. No doubt of that, Matter; the 
High Church Mob rebel’d againtt both Queen and 
Parliament lat Winter, and they have fill’d the 
Nation with Tumults ever fince. The very Right 
of Elections, one of the chicf Pillars of our 
Conjiitution, mult give way to Ringers of Bells, 
and Sweepers of Churches, if the Faction can get 
their Wil!. A High Church Footman thinks he 
has a buyht to infalt a Low-Church Duke. 

Oof: I cannot but take notice of the Examiner's 
running for the Caules of our de/perate Condition, 
as he calls it, ashigh as the Revolution ; and the 
firft he can find is, © That an Underfet of Men 
© whi(per'd to the King, that the Principles of the 


left his High Charch 
































our High-Church Authors, as well 
are guilty of fach itaring Contradiétions, as _m, 
nifeitly thew their being at a lo% t ra 


thei to maintain thei 
Schemes, which in other Men wou’d be reckon d 
either want of Senfe, cr want of Honefty > bar 


High-Charch has a Charm like that of Rome 
which can transform Crime into Merit, and rae 
both thofe Methods and Men, which would be the 
greateft Difgrace to other Societies, the brightep On 
namentsof theirs, Hence it comes, that at the late 
Elections, and on other Occafions, it has been 
maintain’d as found and wholefom Do@rine, thar 
tho Electors had given Promifes, nay Oaths to 
vote in favour of Low Churchmen, it was a Duty 
to break themif a High Churchman ticod Com- 
peticor. 

Obj. This is not a new Principle among the 
Party, Roger 5 for one of their greatelt Writers, 


as Addreffers: 


a 


Sir Robert Filmer, in his Patriarch.z, p.94. Edit.2. 


fays, © That a King is not bound to obferve the 
* Law, bur at his good Will, and notwithftand. 
* ing bis Oath, may difannul it or fufpend it for 
© Caufes known only to himfelf.’ And that fame 
Author, inhis Power of Kings, pag. 2. Edit. 1680. 
fays, © That notwithftanding all Oaths, the Prince 
“ may derogate from the Laws, or fruftrate or 
© difannulthe fame.’ 

Nay, Roger, fome of them have carry’d the 
Point yet farther , for the late Bifhop of Chefer, 
in his Sermon at the Collegiate Church of Rippow, 
Febr. 6. 1685. faid, * That they who break the 
: Letter of the Law, in pure Zealand Loyalty to 
; ferve the Ends of Government, and to upheld 
é the Crown on the right Head, that does and 
: ought to wear it, may be reliev’d and pardon’d 

and rewarded too,’ 

Countrym. Blefs me, Mafter! fach Doétrines 
and Practices would be abhor’d by civiliz’d Hea- 
thens, and are a Scandal to the Chriltian Name; 
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© Loyalty inthe Church of England were incon- 

© fidtent with the Revolution: Hence began the 

© carefting of Diffenters, the reviling the Univer- 

€ firys, as Maintainers of Arbitrary Power, and 

 repreaching the Clergy with the Dottrines of 

y I Right, Pailive-Obedience, and Non-Re- 
fittance, Cc. 

By this, Roger, one would take the Author to 
be fume very great Man, fisce be fpeaks fo con- 
temptuoully of both Houfes of Parliament; for 
they actually found thofe Do@rines, as then 
preach’d up, to be inconliftent with the Revolu- 
tion, and declar’d it loudly to the World without 
Whifpering. There needs no plainer proof of 
this, than the feveral Articles of the Claim of 
Right, upon which they dethron’d King James, 
andfetup the Prince and PrincefS of Orange in 
his flead. Every Step of this was againft thole 
Dodtrines, anda legal Reproof to the Maintainers 
of them. Befides, they are further condemn’d 
fince by the Adis which fettle and fecure the Ha- 
nover Succeflion, and by the Cenfure of the Houfe 
of Lords, who order’d the flavifh Do@trine of 
the Univerfiry of Oxon to be burnt by the hand of 
the Hangman, as well as Dr. Sacheverel’s feditious 
Libels. Nowif both Houfes of Parliament bean 
Underfet of Men, where fhall we find the Upper- 
fet ? Or how can the Examiner give the Charac- 
ter of true Lovers of their Country and its Con- 
ititution in Church and State, to the Nobility and 
Gentry that invited over the Princeof Orange, or 
attended him in his Expedition, if he thinks the 
Clergy were in the right who preach’d the above- 
mention’d Dodrines? 
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for at this rate all Society muft be diffulv’d, if 
Oaths, Laws and Promifes be no Security betwixt 
| Prince and People, or betwixt one Subje@ and 
another, 

Obf. Your Inference is good, Roger, and ac- 
cordingly you fee our Laxs trampled under foor, 
and Do@trines advanc’d from the Pulpit in dire 
Oppofition to our Statutes; nor are we to wonder 
at it: for when once Men imbibe fuch loofe Prin- 
ciples, as thofe abovemention’d, there’s no hold 
to be taken of them; they may abjure the Pre- 
tender, and not forget him 5 and interpret Paflive- 
Obedience and Non-Refiitance into downright 
Tumult and Rebellion. Thas we have feen Affaf- 
linsand Plotters defend their pernicious Practices 
again{t their Sovereigns and their Country at the 
very Gallows, from what they groundlefly fup- 
pos’d to be the Doctrine of the Church ; and have 
left the World under a dreadful Delufion of being 
Martyrs for the Caufe of God, when they dy’d 
Traitors to the Laws of the Land: of which Sir 
Fohn Friend and Sir William Perkins are undeniable 
Inftances, 
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Cerarym. Every body may fee, Mafter, that 







in Cornbil, 
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